
PRBO Conservation Science on the Shorebird Habitat Area 
 
The Western Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve Network (WHSRN), a set of voluntary, non-
regulatory reserves, has officially recognized the ricelands and wetlands of the 
Sacramento Valley for their importance to shorebird populations in the Pacific Flyway.   
Shorebirds belong to a group of primarily wetland-dependent birds, comprised of plovers, 
sandpipers, and stilts and avocets, which have undergone continent-wide declines 
because of habitat loss and degradation.      
 
The Sacramento Valley was the 55th site to be added to WHSRN, joining a network of 
important sites in six other countries (Canada, Mexico, Argentina, Brazil, Peru, and 
Suriname.)  Other sites in California include Humboldt Bay, San Francisco Bay, Elkhorn 
Slough, San Diego Bay, the Grasslands Ecological Area, Mono Lake, and the Salton Sea.  
 
Hundreds of collaborators conducted an extensive survey of migrant and wintering 
shorebirds in wetlands and agricultural lands in the entire Pacific Flyway from the late 
1980s to mid- 1990s.  This survey provided key data on which to base the Sacramento 
Valley WHSRN nomination.  The Central Valley, of which the Sacramento Valley is a 
major part, in winter and spring supports more shorebirds than any other inland site in 
western North America. 
 

The process of designating the 
Sacramento Valley was a partnership 
effort.  Ducks Unlimited and PRBO 
Conservation Science contributed 
shorebird census information and GIS 
maps for the site.  Supporting 
nomination letters to WHSRN were 
submitted by multiple federal and state 
agencies as well as private landowner 
groups and included the USFWS 
Sacramento National Wildlife Refuge 
Complex, the Butte Sink Waterfowlers 
Association, the California Rice 
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To join the Western Hemisphere Shorebird 
Reserve Network a site must have shorebird 
counts that fit into one of three categories: 
Regional Site:  hosts at least 20,000 
shorebirds annually or 5% of a species’ 
flyway population; International Site:  
100,000 shorebirds annually or 10% of a 
species’ flyway population; Hemispheric 
Site:  500,000 shorebirds annually or 30% of 
a species’ flyway population.  In addition, 
landowners, managing agencies or 
organizations, and stakeholders must support
the site nomination and its conservation.  
Commission, the California 
epartment of Fish and Game’s Comprehensive Wetlands Habitat Program, and the 
entral Valley Habitat Joint Venture.  After careful review of the nomination by an 

nternational scientific advisory board and council, WHSRN approved the designation of 
he Sacramento Valley as a WHSRN Site of International Importance. 

he real work, making the WHSRN designation possible, was accomplished by the 
yriad of federal and state agencies, conservation organizations, individuals, and private 

andowners committed to maintaining and restoring wetlands in the Sacramento Valley, 
nd to those concerned with making rice biologically as well as economically productive 
 too many to list here.  The wetlands and ricelands in the Sacramento Valley are critical 
o the health of North American waterfowl and shorebird populations and the Western 
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Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve Network site designation, in large part, is a recognition to 
honor those who have contributed to make it so.   
 
Contact: Catherine Hickey, PRBO Conservation Science, 4990 Shoreline Highway, 
Stinson Beach, CA 94970;  (415) 868-0371 ext. 307;  (415) 868-8962 (fax); 
chickey@prbo.org. 
 

 


