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The Sacramento Valley is known for a number of things: our wealth of agriculture, one of 
the best basketball teams around and rivers that can lure even the most dedicated 
workaholic to an afternoon of lazy downstream floating. The valley can also claim the 
cold blast of a Merlino’s Freeze drink on a scorching summer day and a richness of 
diversity that cannot be matched anywhere else in the United States. 
 
And now, the Sacramento Valley is known for its nurturing California shorebirds. 
 
Most people don’t connect Sacramento with shorebirds, but traveling inland is an 
incredibly important journey for the birds.  Harsh conditions in the coastal regions of 
California make it imperative for them to find a more sheltered environment.   
And one of the valley’s best-kept secrets has been that our area provides the perfect 
habitat—particularly on our hundreds of thousands of acres of productive ricelands. 
 
That secret is out, thanks to a new conservation area designation. Based upon 
endorsements from scientific reviewers, the highly respected Manomet Center for 
Conservation Sciences has designated the ricelands and wetlands of the Sacramento 
Valley as a “Shorebird Site of International Significance.”  
 
With this action, the valley’s rice fields (which comprise nearly 90 percent of the 
designated area) are included within the Manomet Center’s Western Hemisphere 
Shorebird Reserve Network. The Sacramento Valley is the second-largest North 
American site within this network to be formally recognized for providing this beneficial 
ecological environment (the first largest area is in Alaska). It hosts at least 14 species of 
shorebirds, many of which are imperiled.  
 
Nurturing shorebirds and other wildlife is getting more important in the Sacramento 
Valley—almost by the day. As many of the sensitive open space areas in California 
shrink due to urbanization, the public interest in the need for ricelands and wetlands that 
support wildlife increases.  Current scientific estimates of shorebird populations indicate 
that more than half of the 74 species in the Western Hemisphere are suffering a serious 
decline as they confront habitat losses and disturbance through their ranges. 
 
The designation as a “Shorebird Site of International Significance” may be the single 
most important recognition of the contribution rice growers have made to California’s 
natural conservation resources. While producing one of the highest-quality crops in the 



world, California rice growers simultaneously provide a virtual “bed and breakfast” for 
millions of local and migrating water birds.  
 
That’s crucial—since the more than 500,000 acres of the valley’s ricelands are located 
along the Pacific Flyway. The nation’s “flyways” are limited in number and provide 
critical migration corridors. Here in the Pacific Flyway, plenty of rice left over after 
harvest, along with other food sources such as insects and crustaceans in flooded rice 
fields, offer millions of birds a place to feed, rest and rear their young.  It’s a kind of 
environmental multi-tasking that benefits everyone. 
 
Our mosaic of ricelands is further complemented by a host of other valuable federal, state 
and privately owned wetlands.  It is an important partnership between the California rice 
industry and wetland conservation organizations that make up this special shorebird area. 
 
As the Manomet Center’s newest conservation area designation illustrates: California rice 
equals California shorebirds. So the next time you want to stop and consider the many 
unique attributes of the Sacramento Valley, go visit our ricelands to get a bird’s-eye view. 
 
 
Editors, for a photo of Mr. Buttner, contact Ann Schmidt at the California Rice 
Commission at (916) 641-5095 or e-mail her at aschmidt@calrice.org 
 
For more information on the California rice industry, visit our website at 
www.calrice.org 
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